
RECE~VED
CLERK’S OFFICE

BEFORE THE ILLINOIS POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD JUN 03201)4
STATE OF ILLINOISPollution Control Board

REVISIONSTO RADIUM WATER )
QUALITY STANDARDS:PROPOSED )
NEW 35 ILL. ADM. CODE302.307 ) R04-021
AND AMENDMENTS TO35 ILL. ADM. ) Rulemaking- Water \(
CODE302.207AND 302.525 )

)

NOTICE OF FILING

PLEASETAKE NOTICEthat theEnvironmentalLaw & PolicyCenterandIllinois
Chapterof theSierraClubhavefiled theCOMMENTS OF ELPCAND SIERRACLUB.

Albert F. Ettinger(Reg.No. 3125045)
ELPCSeniorAttorneyand WaterIssuesCoordinatorfor
theIllinois Chapter.oftheSierra Club

EnvironmentalLaw & PolicyCenter
35 EastWackerDrive,Suite1300
Chicago,IL 60601
312-795-3707

June3, 2004



BEFORE THE ILLINOIS POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD JUN 032004

p~j~TEOF ILLINOiS
REVISIONSTORADIUM WATER ) Ofltrol Board
QUALITY STANDARDS:PROPOSED )
NEW 35 ILL. ADM. CODE302.307 ) R04-021
AND AMENDMENTS TO35 ILL. ADM. ) Rulemaking- Water
CODE302.207AND 3 02.525 )

)

COMMENTS OF ELPCAND THE SIERRACLUB

TheEnvironmentalLaw andPolicy Centerandthe SierraClub urgethattheBoard

reservejudgementon theproposedstandardschancesuntil it hasreceivedsomeclear

informationregarding:

- thepotentialeffectofradiumon aquaticlife, and

- thecostsofutilizing processesfor removingradiumfrom drinkingwaterthatdo not

resultin the dischargeofradium.

Therecordin this caseindicatesthatthereis no datain therecordon thepotentialeffect

ofradiumon aquaticlife but thatradiumis aknowncarcinogen.The currentstandardis believed

by theAgencyto beunnecessarilystringent.(MosherTestimony,April 1, 2004Tr. 24, 26)We

arenot told if radiumcanbebio-accumulativeorwhetherfilter feedersorotherformsof aquatic

life canbeexpectedto beexposedto concentratedamountsofthis pollutant.

We aretold thatthepurposeofthisproposalis to facilitatethedischargeofradiuminto

Illinois waters(Kuhn Testimony,April 1 ProceedingTr.13),althoughtherearealternativesto

•allowingsuchdischarges(Duffleld Testimony,May6 ProceedingsTr. 12).No analysisofthe

costof thesepotentialalternativesis beforetheBoard. It is true,asstatedby an Agencywitness,

thatbeforegrantinganypermit allowingnewdischargesofradium,theAgencymustcarefully



consideralternativesundertheantidegradationregulations(MosherTestimony,April 1, 2004,

Tr. 27).However,if theproposedrevisionto waterqualitystandardsis allowed,theAgencyalso

expectsto permit somecontinueddischargesofradiuminto Illinois waterswithoutconsideration

ofalternatives.(Tr. 50)

In short, theBoardis nowbeingaskedto changewaterquality standardsto allow a

radioactivecarcinogento bemorefreelydischargedinto Illinois waters. Theproposedrevised

standardshouldnotbeadoptedon thebasisof arecordthat containsno evidenceon thepotential

environmentaleffectsofradiumon receivingwatersandthatexploresthepotentialcostsand

benefitsoftheproposedrevisionsin only themostsuperficialmanner.
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